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Overview 
 

A new Catechist Certification Program was announced in September 2018.  The video 

describing the new program in very broad terms can be found here.  The general overview 

document for the new program can be found here.  Before going any further in this document, 

it’s strongly suggested that you view the video and read the general overview document. 

The purpose of this document is to get more specific as to how the program will be managed 

and used here at the Cathedral of Christ the King.  That will look a little different between the 

school, CCD and Youth teachers/catechists.   

One great thing about this new certification program is that it is by far the easiest to access and 

participate in.  Even better, this new program has, by far, the lowest ongoing maintenance 

requirement.  This document speaks to those who a) were previously certified prior to this 

program, b) have credit under one of the prior certification programs but have yet to complete 

certification, or c) are just now getting started with Catechist Certification. 

If you are a certified catechist under a previous program, you will still want to take advantage of 

this program.  Why?  Because under the prior programs, you had either 18 hours (the previous 

program) or 30 hours (two programs ago) of ongoing maintenance every three years.  Those 

ongoing requirements are going to be enforced moving forward.  By using this program to 

satisfy these programs, you will be killing two birds with one stone.  You’ll be able to fulfill the 

ongoing requirement of your current certification WHILE AT THE SAME TIME, be working 

towards this new certification.  Why would you want to do that?  Because, the ongoing 

requirement (once you’ve achieved certification) for the new program is to simply complete 

one module per year (4-6 hours).  And doing so will allow you to keep current with far less 

effort than under your current certification. 

 

  

https://youtu.be/F-8d8xxuIkE
https://cdlex-certifications.expertlearning.net/pluginfile.php/92/mod_page/content/8/CATECHIST%20PROGRAM%20OVERVIEW%20%281%29.pdf
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Getting Credit 
 

Before delving into the details of the new certification program, let’s talk about how you get 

credit (this material comes directly from Rod Stearn). 

We live in a busy, stressed-out world. It can be hard to get everything done, even when we 
have a strong desire to do it. This program was structured to work within this reality. It’s meant 
to be easy to operate, and convenient to schedule. Sometimes, though, we simply need the 
bottom line. Sometimes we just need to know what we need to know and by when. Here, then, 
are the bullet points:  
 

• If you’re certified under a previous program, you’re still certified. You are not starting 
over.  

 

• Previous programs required upkeep hours to maintain certification.  
 

• The Dominican program required 18 hours of maintenance every 3 years. The program 
before required 30 hours every 3 years.  

 

• If you haven’t keep up with these, you’re still certified. We are not rescinding previous 
certifications. As of now, however, maintenance requirements are being enforced.  

 

• The easiest way to maintain certification is to jump into the new program. One course a 
year will maintain your Dominican certification.  

 

• Most courses are shorter than 6 hours, and require no papers or quizzes. That means 
less hours, and less homework. Also, you will pick up a new certification along the way.  

 

• If you are partway through the Dominican program, you have lost nothing. The 
requirement was 72 hours. Begin participating in the current program.  

 

• Add your hours from the previous program to your hours from the new program. When 
they total 72, you will receive your certification.  

 

• If you’re a new participant, you need to be actively working toward your certification. 
That means completing at least one course a year.   But you are welcome to do more 
than that if you so desire. 

 

• Once you finish the seven courses for basic certification, you will be certified and receive 
your credential.  

 

• Once certified, you will have an upkeep, or maintenance requirement.  
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• Over time, new content will be added to the site for the upkeep requirement. The 
requirement to maintain certification with this program will be one of these courses per 
year  

Getting Started 
 

This certification is contained entirely in and through a diocesan provided and maintained 

website found here.  All credit towards certification and ongoing maintenance once certified is 

achieved by participating in video lessons (4-6 hours apiece) within the web site.  No more 

dealing with “notional hours”. 

Get started by establishing an account on the new site.  You can do that by clicking on the Login 

screen and then entering the section labelled “First time here?”  It takes just a minute or two to 

enter the information requested.  You will establish a password which you will need to 

remember for future sessions.  In future sessions, you click on the Login icon to get started. 

 

How Do You Participate? 
    

There are two basic ways to participate in a given course (remember, seven completed courses 

means you are certified).  The first is as part of a group of teachers/catechists coming together 

for a few hours to watch, discuss, learn and grow together.  You watch the videos, have 

discussions, and, when you are done, you get credit for completing that course.   

The second way to participate is at home or on your own.  The difference with this second 

option is that rather than have discussions, you will participate in an online discussion board 

contained right on the site and in each course at the appropriate point.  More details on this 

will become evident once you participate in your first course.   

The program will be administered by the Director of Faith Formation for the parish and a 

designated staff member for the school.  Smith (School).  As courses are completed, either in a 

group setting or individually, your certification record within the system will be marked 

complete, giving you credit for completing that course. 

The diocese is making a strong recommendation that the preferred way of participating is in a 

group setting.  The reason is that we tend to learn better and in a deeper way when we can 

enter into dynamic discussions with our peers.  While certification is important, even more 

important is our desire to be the best apostles for Jesus as we can.  The parish and school will 

maintain their own practices for how teachers and catechists will participate in this certification 

program. 

https://cdlex-certifications.expertlearning.net/
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As the program matures, we will continue to adjust and tweak it to be able to make the most of 

it while recognizing the busy schedules we all have.  Thank you for your willingness to dedicate 

some of your valuable time to continue growing and learning for the students that God will 

send your way.   


